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HOLSTON CONPRRLMNOM 
Messen 1s er. 


Yo. LJv NOX VILLE, JANUS ARY 6, 182% 


THOM IAS. STR ING FIE L Da Beton, 


Jas, G. H. Sraas; Jounw HENNINGER, J as. C uMMINe—Publishing Ce iiihtian 


Tue Western ArMINIAN AND Curistian INstTRUcTOR will here- 
after be denominated “Tue Honisron Conrrrence MEssEenGceER.” 

Its terms of publication will be, One Dollar & Fifty Cents per 
Volume, two volumes a year; or, if both volumes are paid for 
annually by the Ist of June, the amount can be settled with One 
Dollar & Twenty-five Cents per volume; that is, Z'wo Dollars and 
Fifty Cenis a year, for both volumes. All the subscribers will be 
bound to continue their subscription, unless at the option of the 
Committee, until they pay for all the numbers which shall have 
been forwarded tothem, and they communicate to the Editor in 
Knoxville. their wish to discontinue, free from the expense of pos 
tage. 

All communications, of every description, to the “ Messenger,’ 
must be forwarded free of postage, except letters from our Agents 

Those who refuse or neglect t@take their numbers out of the 
post-offices, until the Editor receives information thereof from 
the respective Post-Masters of the offices to which such numbers 
may be sent, shall have them retained for them, at the Printing 
Office in Knoxville, and they will be charged for them until they 
discontinue according to the above terms. 

As all papers, &c become dead and liable to be returned as 
such, to the General Post Office, ifthey are not taken out of the 
post- office in a few weeks, we would earnestly recommend our 
subscribers to be punctual in applying regularly at the offices to 
which their numbers are sent, and take them out so soon as they 
comeon. We would recommend them to be punctual also, in 
paying for the postage; this should be done one quarter in advance; 
when this is the case, post- -masters feel more interest in their ac- 
commodation than they would do otherwise. The “Messenger” 
being a weekly paper, can be charged no more than one cent and 
@ half per week, to any part of the United States, and not more 
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thaw one cent to any place within one hundred miles of Knoxville. 
As many of the post-offices are badly attendg@to, the proper 
post-masters being frequently absent, &c. we wish our patrons to 
inform us of anv irregularities or misconduct in relation to the 
papers at any post-office whatever, and we will enquire into the 
circumstances, and see that matters are righted. Post-Masters, 
as well as other public officers, are the servants of the people, and 
are accountable to them, through a proper medium, for the per- 
formance of their duties. And the laws and regulations relating 
to the post-office department, are very strict. We make these re- 
marks in the very @utset, that every person con@@rked iw any way 
with the “Messenger” may understand, and attend to his duty. 

We would also, recommend to our friends, the propriety of 
punctuality in paying for the *Messenger.”’ It will be tothe ad- 
vantage of all parties. Why not payin June,as easily as in De- 
cember? It will save annually to each subscriber fifty cents, and 
enable the paper to defray all expences, if nothing more. 

The Messenger will be forwarded to some persons who have 
not subscribed. This we shall do, relying on the privileges of 
friendship; but should they not wish to take the paper, they can 
leave the numbers which may be sent them, in the post-office, and 
request the post-master to give us immediate information that 
they do not intend to take them out; and we will stop them.— 
Should any persons take the first number out of the post-office, 
and not return it, sothat we can redeem it, by paying the post- 
age thereof, in order to preserve complete the copy, we shall con- 
sider them bound to take the work, at least one year; as no sub- 
scription will be received unless by special contract, for a shorter 
term. When any person wishes to discontinue his subscription, 
he must give us information thereof, by the Ist of December, that 
our arrangements for the envsuimg year may be made accordingly; 
and should he fail to give us such information before we shall have 
forwarded him the first number for January, he will be consider- 
ed bound to take the paper during the year. 

All the travelling preachers are authorised to act as agents. 

We would particularly request our agents to examine the post- 
offices, and if any numbers shall have been sent to persons who 
do not take them out, to try and obtain subseribers wha will take 
them, and make atransfer of their names, communicating the 
same to the Editor, by means of the post-master, or other safe 
and speedy conveyance, so soon as possible. 

We request our Agents and others, who forward the names of 
subscribers, to retain the Prospectus, and forward their names, 
&c, to the editor, 


ADDRESS of the PUBLISHING COMMITTEE. 


In presenting the first number of the “Holston Conference Mes 
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seuger’’ to the reading part of the community, we deem it prope: 
to state the motives by which the Holston Conference were actu- 
ated, when they determined on its publication. 

First, the necessity of exciting in the minds of those who may 
favor us with their patronage, a taste for scientific, moral, and re- 
ligious improvement. That such a taste is greatly wanting In 
too many instances,is manifest from the gross ignorance of many 
families whose situation in life is such as to enable them to pos- 
sess creater intellectual advantages. Aud ii isa fact greatly to 
be deprecated, that gross ignorance is too frequently accompanied 
by base crimes. Nothing, it is believed, is better calculated to 
remove this ignorance, and to prevent the practice of vice, than 
a well conducted religious newspaper. By this means we have 
carried to our homes and fire-sides the most useful intelligence 
from all parts of the globe; our families become fond of reading, 
and by gradual, though imperceptadble measures, become ac- 
quainted with every thing useful and interesting in the christian 
world. We, therefore, most earnestly recommend al! those, es- 
lethodist Episcopal Church, 
(fer to such we can speak freely,) to procure for the benefit of their 
families, this, or some ether approved religious newspaper. 

Another reason why the Conference determined to publish such 
a work was, the influence it may have upon the piety of chris- 
tians. Whatis better calculated to warm the beart of a good 
man and stimulate him to pursue, with renewed courage, the 
ways of righteousness, than constant and soul-cheering accounts 
of the work of God, in distant sections of our own country, as 
wellas among the heathen, by means of pious missionaries? It 
is, to a good man, as showers of rain ina parched country. It 
warms the heart, enlivens our devotions, and puts fresh springs 
to every energy of soul. and body to devise means of active benev- 
olence, for the purpose of spreading gospel holiness throughout 
the country. 

It will contain interesting accounts of revivals; of missionary 
and benevolent operations; and when it is thought proper, essays 
on Polemic Theology, church government, and ecclesiastical po- 
licy, &c. &c. And, when it can be done, without excluding 
more interesting matter, some pieces of a scientific nature may 
find a place in its pages 

That the “Messenger” has some peculiar claims to the patron- 
age of our friends in this country is obvious, from several con- 
siderations. The first we shall notice, is economy. All the mo- 
nies paid out for this paper will be retained among us, and not 
sent off for the aggrandizement of distant proprietors. This is a 
consideration of peculiar weight; for most of our money is carri- 
edentirely out of the country by those who publish papers ata 
distance; by merchants and others. 
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Another consideration of weight, especially with the religious 
part of the community, is, that all the profits of the paper wiil be 


sacredly appropriated to the advancement of the cause of Cod, 


by supporting those who devote their ume and talents in youth 
and age, to the cause ofreligion, Upon this consideration, how- 
ever, we do not lay much stress; for so cheap is the work, at one 
dollar and twenty-five cents per volume, that little profit can accrue 
toany persons, andit we should derive no pecuniary advantages 
from its publication, we shall be content to use allour efforts te 
advance its interests, for the sake of its moral and religious in- 
fluence upon the mindsof our readers, 

With this brief statement of our motives and prospects, we 


submit to the indulgence of our friends aud patrons, the ** Holsten . 


Conference Messenger.’ 
JAMES G. H. SPEAR, 


JOUN HENNINGER, $ Publishing Committee 
JAMES CUMMING, 


AN ADDRESS TO POS'T-MASTERS. 


GENTLEMEN—lIt wiil be seen, by tne ac 








companying packages, 
thai we are now publishing a weekly veligious news-paper, denom- 
inated, * the Hojston Conterence Messenger.’ ‘Jbe price of the 
work 1s so low for this country, that we shail not strike off many 
copies for which we have not obtained subscribers ; it is therefore 
necessary to the interest of the work, that none of its numbers 
should be lost. For this reason we beg leave, so far to “ely on the 
privileges of common friendship, as respectfuily to request you, 
to present the numbers to these whose names they may bear, and 
request them to be punctual in taking them out of the Post-Office, 

explaining to them the nature of the Post-Office regulations, 11 
relation tothis subject. Many subscribers to papers are so ignor 
ant of the nature of the law in relation to News-Papers, &c. as to 
suppose, that they are bound te pay for them no longer than it 
Suits (heir convenience to take them out of the post-office, not 
knowing, that they cannol discontinue their subscription, until 
all arrearages are paid up. 

The “ Messenger,” will be forwarded to those who are subscri- 
bers for the ** Western Arminian and Christian Instructor” as a 
continuation of that work transferred, by the editor and publish 
er, .o the undersigned, as agents for the Holston Conference. All 
the subscribers to that work, will therefore, be bound to continue 
their subscription to this, until they pay up all debts for the same, 
and notify the editor, according to the terms of the Prospectus, 
of their wish to discontinue, free from all expenses of postage. 
Should the work be forwarded to any who have removed, died, &c 
we would thank you to use your influence to find some person whe 
will take the numbers, as subscribers in their stead, and if 
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cannot be done, consistently with the various and important duties 
of your respective vocations, by yourselves or deputies, we wish 
you toinform us of such cases, as also of those who refuse or 
neglect to take their numbers out of the post-office, as soon as 
possible, that we may cease to forward them, 

The taws of the Post-Office department require post-masters 
to attend to this duty, with strictness. See SOth sec. &c. repeated 
thus, by the Post-Master General. 

The law for 1825, Instruction 18, the Post-Master General 
speaks thus, “2. You will be careful to notify any publisher, 
when his pamphlets or Magazines are not taken out of the post 
office, by the person to whom they are directed.” page 47. 

Again, page 38, of News-—Papers he says, “13. By the 30 sec. 
of tive act, you are required to notify a publisher of a news paper, 
if any subscriber fails to take his paper out of the post-office, and 
if the printer or publisher shall fail, for three months, to pay the 
postage, you are authorized to sell the paper for the postage, and 
continue to dispose of it inthe same way, so long as it shall be 
sent, and no provision made to pay the postage by the publisher, 
or subscriber, &c.”’ From the act alluded to above, together with 
the Post-Master General’s Instructions, it appears, that no post- 
master hasa right to dispose of papers in any way until he shall 
have given the printer or publisher ¢hree months notice of a failure 
on the part of subscribers, to take out the papers directed to them; 
and even after three months shail have expired, the publisher 
has the right of redemption, by paying the postage. Of this 
privilege we shall avail ourselves in relation to the “ Messenger.” 
So that if pest-masters attend strictly to their duty, there will be 
no loss of postage to the General Post-Office dep rtment, and the 
interests of the paper, together with that of the subscribers will 
suffer no loss. 

It is scarcely necessary to add, that the “ Messenger” not 
being a periodical, but weekly paper, must be charged with postage 
accordingly. That is, one cent per week, toany part of this state, 
and net more than one and a half cents to any part of the Union. 
We make these remarks, as well as the above quotations, for the 
benefit of those Clerks in post-offices, who have not made them- 
selves acquainted with the laws and regulations of the Post-Office 
department. We are personally acquainted with several instances 
of the kind ; and ¢his will be considered, by liberal minded post- 
masters, as a sufficient apology for our remarks. 

We remain, gentlemen very respectfully yours, &c. 


THO: STRINGFIELD, Eprror, 
JAS: G. H. SPEAR, 
JOHN HENNINGER, 
JAS: CUMMING. 
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Committee. 
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THE TENNESSEE ANNUAL CONFERENCE. ; | 
Phis Conference .ommenced its late session in the City of , 
Nashville, Tuesd Ly November the 28th, 1826. 
Bishops Roberts and Soule were both present, and, it Is be- ; 
lieved, more than one hundred preachers, including these of the 
local and travelling connection. ' 


Great peace and harmony pervaded their body, during its ses- 
sion, and itis devoutly hoped, much good was done by the minis- 
try of the word, as preached to those who constantly attended the 
sanctuary. 

Much important business was attended to in the usual order. 

Phe following persons were ordained Eluers: Thomas Smith, 
Ambrose F. Driskell, Ashley B. Rozell, Lorenzo D. Overall, 
Coleman Harwell, William Johnson, John M. Holland, Barton 
Brown, James W Allen, William W. Conn, William Multlens, 
Francis A. Owen, Jeremiah Jackson, Thos. M. King, Jesse 
Cole, John Sanders. 

Phe following preachers were ordained Deacons: Richard H. 
Hudson, Alexander L. P. Green, Samuel R. Davidson, Michael 
Be V, Joho Sum ners, Geor re W. D. Harris, Thomas P. D \- 
vidson, Mathew fl. Quinn, Simpson Shepperd, Arther Sherrard, 
i James Erwin, Gerard Van Buren, James Williams, Jacob Good 
Mt ner, Mark L. Andrews, Benjamin Mabury, Joseph Ballen, Johu 

4 Gordan, John Harvey, William Lavesqnee. John Driskell was 
ef elected to the office of Deacon, but not being present, was not 
ordained, 

lie following persons were admitted on trial in the travelling 
connection: Jacob kLllenger, Allen F. Scruggs, Phineas T. 
Scruggs, John F. Ford, Thomas Pavne, John J. Burum, Isaiah 
P. Young, George W. Bewley, Wesley Deskins. 

he following received locations; Thomas Maddin, John Nix- 
on, Nathaniel R. Jarrett, Thomas A. Young, Isaac W. Sullivan, 
and John Dve 

Joshua W. Kilpatrick, William Johnson, Lewis Garrett and 
Benjamin S. Clardy, received a supernumerary relation to Con- 
ference, during the next year; and Taomas L. Douglass sustains 
that of a Supe annuated preacher. 

John J. Buren was transferred tothe Holston Conference, and 
appointed to travel under the direction of the Presiding Elder of 
Lrench Broad District, until the sitting of the next Holston Con- 
ference. 

The preachers were stationed for the ensuing year, in the fol- 
lowing order: 

















NASHVILLE DISTRICT. 
Robert Paine, presiding elder. 
Nashville—James W. Allen 


Vashviile Circuit—-Johbu Page, Dixon C. M’Loed, Joshua VV 





Kilpatrick, super. 
Duck River—Wm. Mullins, James ‘Varrant, Lewis Gar 
ret, super. 
Divon—Elijabh Kirkman, Henry B. North, John M. Holland. 
Richland—Lorenzo D. Overall, John Brooks, Benj. F. Clarde 
supernume) ary. 
Bigby—JSeremiah Jackson, Phineas T. Scruggs 
Dover— Barton Brown, George W. Bewby. 
FORKED-DEER DISTRICT. 
Joshua Butcher, presiding elder 
Shoal— Thomas Payne, John F. Ford. 
Wayne—Francis A. Jarrett, Coleman Harwell 
Wo'f-—-Vhomas Smith, Allen F. Scruggs. 
Hiichey—Vhomas P. Davidson, Jacob Ellinger 
Beach \V. L. M’ Alister, Samuel Gilleland, 
Sandy—John Smith, Nicholas Simms, 
Cypress—Elias Tidwell, Wm. W. Hollyman. 
Forked- Deer —TVhomas J. Neeley, Thomas L. Garlan 
CANY FORK DISTRICT. 
James Guinn, presiding elder. 
Smith's Fork—Wm. W. Conn, John New. 
Roneing River—Jobhn B. Summers, Michael Berry. 
Lehonon—German Baker, Greenville I’. Henderson, Wm. Johni 
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Ciney Fork—Greenberry Garrett, Henry Meek, Benj, Ff 
Lidds: 


S/age’s River —John Seay, John Renshaw. 

Poni So nz—-Josiah Browder,Isaiab P. Young 

Be sfora-—Asthley B. Rossell, Nathan L. Norvell 
} -Richard H. Hudson. 


HUNTSVILLE DISTRICT. 
Wm. M’Mahion, presiding elder 
di rille—qJames Rowe. 
m—-Ambrose F. Driskill, Alex. L. P. Green 


i ne—~James M’Ferrin, Sam’) R. Davidson. 

Jin — thomas M. King, J. D. Brown, Richard Neeley, supe. 
I hn—Finch ?. Scruggs, John Jones. 

L. e— Alexander Sale, John B. M’Ferrin. 


Wincrester—George W. D. Harris, Wesley Deskins 
CHEROKEE MISSIONS. 
Superintended by Wm. M’ Mahon 

Newtown—Francis A. Owen 

Gunter’s-—George W. Morriss. 

Willis Valley Circuit—James J. Trott. 

Coosawattee—Wm. P. Nichols. 

Turtle Fields, a native Cherokee, is employed to travel through 
the Nation, and preach to his brethren in their own language —~ 


BRIDWELL LIBRARY 
Perkins ©-hool «: theology 
Southera bietiv:!'- University 


- 
. 
. 
; 
} 









x 


Mie is a man of superior talents, of great modesty, and undoubht- 
ed piety 

The business of Conference was closed by avery suitable ad- 
dress of Bishop Soule, and solemn prayer to Almighty God, for 
his blessings upon the ministers and their great work. 









An account of the Tennessee Conference Missionary Society 
will appear in our next number. 

































REFLECTIONS ON THE PAST YEAR. 

And art thou gone! Ves, and registered with the years beyond 
the flood. Pause and reflect, thou passenger of time—scan the 
hours gone by; and improve the little moment left you—fer you 
yay the next be summoned to appear before the Great Giver of 
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them, torender upthyv account. The ravager, Lime, hath notch- 
ed another annual round, and is again on his march, tho’ unper- 
ceived, he passes by. Since the last sand of the last year dropped, 


His scythe bath made its way—numbers are already cut off—the 
sighs of an agonising husband, wife, parent, child, or friend has 
just passed along—a widow now mourns her only son, her prop, 
her stay—this second others have gasped their last 

Ile is greedy of all that live, like the grave, bis receiver hath 
never said enough—no, nor never will, until He whocommission 
ed him, and sent him on his errand of justice, shall swear he shall ' 
live nolonger. He ison bis way to thee,to all. How the tyrant 
triumphs. What numerous clods now rise over the cold remains 
of those that once wa'mly received us, that shared our cougsels, 
our sorrows, our pleasures, and our hearts, low they are laid; on 
these reflect, reflect aright, and improve therefrom; and it will 
be to thee a legacy richer far than parchment can convey, 

“The thought of Death isthe directing helm of life.’ Every { 
moment is immortal—every moment will yet return—whether im- 
proved or unimproved, and lay its whole freight, nothing lost, be- 
fore the throne—the throne of Him who gave it toman, and com- 
mands it back at the stated day,to make its report to be register- 
ed in eternity, for the perusa! of angels, and the justification of its 
God No longer trifle—trifle not with that that bas an effect 
eternal. 


a 


SELECTIONS. 





AN ARGUMENT FOR SUBMISSION. 

A fond father was in great distress for a favorite child, whom 
he apprehended to be dying inits infancy. Several of his friends 
endeavored to assuage his grief, but he refused to be comforted. 
At length, the minister on whom he attended, offered to pray with 
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tim, and desired him to compose his mind, and give up his fa- 
vorite sonto the Divine disposal, since there was no probable 
hope of his recovery He replied, “I cannot give him up, and 
it is my importunate request that God would spare this child to 


me, whatever may be the consequence.” He had his desire: the 
child recovered, and grew up,if possible, more and more bis 
darling; but he lived to bea thorn in his side; and to pierce his 
heart with many sorrows; and justas he came to maturity, he 
robbed his excellent master, whom he before had often inju ed, 


He was seizd by the hand of justice, tried, condemmed, and di- 
ed one of the most hardened wretches that ever went out of life 
in that ignominious manner. Upon the fatal dav of execution, 
the mournful father was made to remember his former rash pe- 
tition with erief and tears; and, humble in the dust, coniess- 
ed his folly and his. sin.— May’s Sermons. 


— 


—" . 
From the Christian Advocate. 


I myself, [—Plutarch, in his political precepts, mentions an in- 
stance of his father’s discretion, whichis recommended tothe im- 
itation of all whose relations in life may render it expedient. “T 
remember,” says be, “that I was sent, when avery young man, a- 
long with another citizen of Chzronea, on an embassy tothe pro- 
eonsul. My colleague being by some accident obliged to stop 
in the way, I proceeded withvuut him, and executed our Commis- 
sion. Upon my return to Cheronea, where I was to give an ac- 
eount in public of my negotiation, my father took me aside, and 
said,‘My son, take care that in the account you are aboutto give, 
you do not mention yourself distinctly, but jointly with your col- 
le e. Say not, J went, I spoke, [ executed, but we went, we spoke, 
io bccnted Thus, though vour colleague was incapable of atten- 
ding you, he will shear in the honogy of your success, as well as 
that of yourgappointment; and yon will avoid that envy which 
necessarily follows all arrogated merit.” [tis sufficiently disgus- 
ting to hear the pronoun I pompously lugged in, when only an 
individual is concerned, so much so, that modest men endeavour 
to avoid it; but how much more sois it when aman advances 
the common sentiments of his sect, or is narating the opinion or 
decision of his coadjutors in business, or perhaps simply detain- 
Doe the result of consultation! In such cases itis the lanzuice of 
haughtiness, of vanity, or of tyranny, That modesty and diffi- 
dence which becomes human dependant and fallible beings, seeks 
to strengthen individual opinion, by an association of others in 
the cecision, while pride and vanity or otherwise extreme ignorance 
of the laws of propriety, assume the bold airs of persona! superior® 
ity, and seek personal agrandizement, at the expense of the «ise 
and therefore humble and anassuming: 
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Senlentious. —When I see a professor of religion seeking the soci 
aty of the thoughtless and the gay, and delighting himself in 
their pleasures and amusements, I fear, that when he goes to hea 
ven, he will not like his company. 

When I hear a minister of the gospel complaining of his small 
salary, lask him, what St. Paul’s salary was; whenI hear him 
say, that he will not preach, unless he can get twelve or fifteen 
hundred dollars a year, I fear he cares more for the fleece than 
for the flock. 

When I see a manenter the temple of God, with an air of 
lightness and vanity, and inthe midst ofdivine worship, stand 
gazing round upon the audience, to notice their features and their 
dress, if not to sneer at cheir devotion, the thought strikes me, 
that there is atemple which he will never defile—a worshipping 
assembly, which he never will disturb—a day coming when God 
will not be mocked. 

When I ask a professor of religion, if he prays in his family, 
and he drops his head, and gives no immediate answer; I think 
of that servant, who knew his Lord’s will, but did it not. 

When I see a professor of religion, who is free to converse 
about his cattle, his lands, or his merchandise, but has not a word 
to say, when I speak to him of his God, his Saviour, and his soul; 
f have great fears, that his treasure is not in heaven. 

When I see a thoughtless man ridiculing religion, I say to 
him, Sir, this religion may be true. 

Wheo Il heara man railing against revivals of religion, and 
grating his teeth for vengeance upon them, I say to him, don’t 
trouble yourself, Sir. Let revivals go on. You will soon go 
where they will not trouble you—where you may spend a wa 
eternity without seeing a single revival. 

a 

THALES, ONE OF THE WISE MEN OF GREECE. 

A sophist wishing to puzzle him with difficult questions, the 
sage of Miletus replied tothem all without the least hesitation, 
and with the utmost precision. 

W hat is the oldest of all things? God, because he always ex- 
isted. 

What is the most beautiful? The world because it is the work 
ef God. : 

What is the greatest of all things? Space, because it contains 
all that has been created. 

What is the most constant of all things? Hope, because it still 
remains with man, after he has lost every thing else. 

What is the dest of all things? Virtue, because without it there 
is nothing good. 

What is the quickest of all things? Thought, because in less 
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‘han a moment it can ily to the end of the universe. 


What is the strongest? Necessity, which makes men face al! 
the dangers of lite 

What is the easies/? To give advice. 
Whatis the mos: differnt? To know yourself. 


What 1s the wises!? Time, for it discovers all things. 







From the Episcopal Register. 
VALUE OF RELIGIOUS CHUARACTER IN 
PHYSICLANS., - 

A pions physician is favored with the most desirable 
opportunities of enforcing the lessons of religion and vir- 
tue, and thus administering to the moral health of the 
community, and restoring the peace and comforts of do- 
mestic life, which vice had ruined. He sees the intem- 
perate when smitten by the haud of God, and made to 
eat the fruit of their ways. He is called to the passion- 
ate and abandoned whilst smarting under the blows, 
with which an holy Providence had strickenthem. He 
Witnesses human misery in some of its bitterest forms, 
and in closest convexion with the vices and sins which 
procuved it. Whilst this admonishes him to be affec- 
tionafely plain and faithfal inreproving his patients, he is 
invited and encouraged to do it, by the awakened sus- 
ceptibility of conscience, and the retirement and solitude 
which reader a sick room so fit a place for repentance 
and amendment. ‘The physician who is so timorous 
aud base, as to let such choice opportunities escape him 
of checking the vices, and redeeming the’ wretchedness 
of his fellow-creatures, is little entitled to their confidence 
or thanks. He is untrue to a plain duty which society 
and humanity loudly claim of him. And the curse of 
the widow and the fatherless may follow him for ever, 
for not having improved the most favorable, the last 
hopeful opportunity, of rescuing a fellow-creature from 
the jaws of depravity, and death. But we are speaking 
of the value, to a physican, of the faith which looks for- 
ward beyond the grave. into the eternal world. And 
the account which he will there be called upon to render, 
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will be solemn and awful indeed! Me has enjoyed op- 
portunities of admonishing the wicked to turn from the 
error of their ways. He “will there be asked whether 
he improved them, ‘To him was given the opportunity 
which was afforded to no other, of pointing a dying pa- 
tient crying for mercy, to *‘the Lamb of God w ho taketh 
away the sins of the world.” ‘Then it will be seen 
whether he faithfully directed him to that last—that all- 
sufficient refuge! ‘The physician much oftener than the 
minister, attends the bed of the expiring; and if he felt 
as he ought, the trust reposed in him, how often might 
he give encouragement to the soul, whose last effort of 
prayer and faith might make it safe in Christ! 

Why do reflecting men, on entering this profession, 
so seldom cherish just and solemn views of their great 
and awful responsibility? How can they place them- 
selves so near departing souls, without asking whether 
they are capable of directing their flight into eternity, or 
reflecting, that if they are lost, it may be charged upon 
their culpable ignorance or neglect? [t cannot be doubet- 
ed that the souls of many of the dying will he exacted at 
the hands of their attendants, through whose fault their 
eager inquiring spirits, have faited of the knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Let physicians lay these awak- 
ening considerations to heart! Amongst their first and 
most anxious preparations for this most important pro- 
fession, let young men seek to adorn their characters 
‘4 with the graces and virtues of a Christian; and _ strive 
& to fit themselves for the faithful discharge of their reli- 
gious duties to the sick and dying. A.C 



















From the Lond. Congregational Magazine. 


ORIGINAL LETTER OF REY. W. ROMAINE, 
Addressed to John Thornton, Esq. 

Hon. Sir—I cannot see the motive for your reproof, 
but whatever it was; I fall under it, and stand corrected. 
i have not a word to say for myself before God or man. 
l ery peccavt. My mouth was never more stept about 
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self-defence, than at present. Although I am persuaded 
of God’s special love to my soul, and of the free forgive. 
ness of sins, yell feel it daily hard fighting against 
them,—now ai the close of the battle, very, very hard— 
yea, so hard, that Lam striptof every great and high 
eonceit of myself, and am forced every moment to re- 
gounce all self-confidence. ‘There is not a man in the 
world more exercised with the body of sin, or more 
plagued with its continual opposition to God’s most he- 
ly will. In these sore conflicts, there is not a sin that 
gan be committed, but L tind it in me, and if God leave 
me to myself, may be committed by me. In this situa- 
tion your reproof found me, acknowledging that salva- 
tion never did come, nor possibly can come, to one less 
deserving of it than Lam. 

Go on, then, Sir. Repeat your charges. Make one 
faultathousand. Multiply that by thousands, by tens 
of thousands, yet still you are far short. I feel more 
than youcan number, I have nothing in me, nothing 
done by me, nothing | can even think of which is mine 
own, but what, God knoweth, | loathand abhor myself 
for. Ifever L said or did any thing praise-worthy, it 
was the Lord’sentirely. The will, the power, the suc- 
gess was his. Hehasallthe honor. What was blame- 
worthy, it was aitogether mine own. I take the shame 
of itto myself, and wish for more of that true humbling 
which he felt, who confessed, Zabhor myself, and repent 
in dust and ashes. Every thing that brings, and keeps 
a deep sense of this alive on my soul is profitable, be- 
gause it is the means of keeping up communion with the 
Almighty Saviour. It affords a fresh conviction, that 
{ have no failings pardoned but through his blood, nor 
subdued but through his grace. And, I trust, 1 am 
living to learn to magnify him for both. In which, if 
you will give me your prayers, itis the only favor L have 
to ask of you, and a great favor it is; the Lord incline 
your heart to do it fervently, i in brotherly love, such as I 
feel towards you. Q pray, Lord bless you to pray for 

W. ROMAINE: 
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From Benson’s Commentary 






THE DOCTRINE OF RESTORATION. 

If the wicked restore the pledge, give again that he 
had robbed—lt is a necessary condition of obtaining par- 
don, that men make restitution of what they have un- 
justly gotten from others. ‘The law is express to this 
purpose, Lev. vi. 5. where the offender is required to 
add a fifth part to the principal, and give to him to whom 
it appertaineth—(See the Note there :) to the same pur- 
pose is that received rule among the Christian casuists, 
taken from St. Augustin, Epistle liv, .Von dinoiiitur 
peccatum, nisi restituatur ablatum. The sin is not for- 
given, unless what is taken away be restored. Lord 
Clarendon’s observations on this subject are peculiarly 
excellent; ‘‘Kobbery and violence would be too gainful 
a trade, if a man might quit all scores by repeniance, and 
detain all he hath gotten; or if the father’s repentance 
might serve the turn, and the benefit of the transgression 
be transmitted as an inheritance to the sou. If the 
pledge remained it must be restored; the retaining il is 
committing anew iniquity, and forfeits any benefit of 
the promise. If he hath it not, nor is able to procure 
it, his hearty repentance is enough without reparation : 
but to enjoy the spoil, and yet to profess repentance, is 
an affront to God Almighty, and a greater sin than the 
first act of violence, when he did not pretend to think of 
God, and so did not think of displeasing him. Whereas 
now he pretends to reconcile himself to God, and mocks 
him with repentance, while he retains the fruit of his 
wickedness, He who ts truly peni ent restores what he 
hath left tothe person who was deprived of it, and pays 
the rest in devout sorrow for his trespass.”’ 








ADVICE TO CHRISTIANS. 

Beware what company you keep. As one stream mix- 
ing with another, insensibly partakes its nature ; so you 
will necessarily be influenced by your common associ- 
ates. Ifyou mix with the trifling, you will trifle; if you 
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mix with the gay, you will be thoughtless; if you mix 
withthe wicked, you will become wicked. Do not'think it 
is enough to see their faults, and resolve to avoid them ; if 
you seek their society, and delight in it, whatever may 
be your resolutions, you will gradually be reconciled to 
them, and afterwards adopt them. You must go by 
experience and proof; and then you will go safely.— 
Choose your associate; not because he is spirited and wit- 
ty, clever and daring—not because he is of good pres- 
ence or pleasing manuers—not because he flatters your 
foibles, and applauds profusely your excellencies; but 
choose him, because you have found him prudent and 
benevolent, pious and faithful—ready to admonish you 
of a fault, to warn you of a danger, and to encourage 
you amidst the duties and difficulties of life. 


Read and study the Bible. Never neglect this incom- 
parable book. Take heed unto it; regard it through the 
walks of life. As Alexander used Homer, do you use 
the Bible; make if your companion all day, and your 
pillow all night. Nothing can be half so important to 
you. Itis your guide, your counsellor, your judge.— 
It contains the key to history—the models of finest elo- 
quence—the genuine morality—the conveyance of im- 
mortality! Make it the standard of all other books. 
Read them as a judge but consult it as a disciple— 
Knowledge elsewhere, is tinctured by the earthly chan- 
nels, through which it flows; but here, it dwells as its 
fountain—pure, spiritual, living, and life-imparting! In 
other works you will find good opinions grafted on bad 
principles—weak conclusions gathered from just premis- 
es—the spirit of the world encumbering the spirit of 
piety—a strange mixture of clay, iron, and gold ; but in 
the Scriptures all is gold—pure, unalloyed gold—auth- 
orized by the image and superscription of Jehovah, that 
rests upon it. Search the Scriptures, as the miner 
searches the bowels of the earth for the precious metals, 
for in them is eternal life, and they are they that testify 
ef Jesus! 
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‘POETRY. 


THE PALLADIUM, 


sineromemeete 





FROM 









“QO WHAT IS THE WORLD.” 
Q WHAT is the world, whichis talked of so much, 
Whose pleasures so highly are priz’d 
Affliction may tell; for her tenderest touch 
Proves it Folly, by Cunning disguis’d; 
Thy lessons Adversity! teach us a truth, 
Disbelieved in Prosperity—slighted in Youth. 


How anxious, for riches, the multitude toil! 
How many are seeking for fame! 
In the race how they pant and forget the turmoil, 
That the world may be fill’d—with a name! 
Ab! few very few stay tothink of the hour, 
When wealth will be useless, and impotent power’ 


What crowds live for naught, but to eat and to sleep, 
Who would tremble their lives to resign! 
What thousands in sickness and poverty weep, 
Who at death’s dread approach would repine! 
Now if on the earth, there were genuine faith, 
Would the poorand the wretched so shudder at death? 


All, ali are in love withthe world. They pursue 
Some, end, they can scarce hope to gain ; 

Each morn they commence with ardency new, 
Each night of fatigue they complain ; 

Nor remember, so weary, so busy they are, 

That distant is happiness—distant how far! 



















i } The true art of life is, to fill up our hours 
+S} With works, for the geod of mankind ; 
Here, here’s a vocation, well worthy the powers 
Of the best and the loftiest mind: 
The task is but light, yet immense the reward 
Of him, who thus labours to imitate Gop! 


What our hands find to do, let us do with our might ; 
And, the days of our usefulness o’er, 
Thovgh melt we away in Death’s shadow’y night, 
The faithful shall Heaven restore: 
Who, then, would in Pleasure’s dull vortex be harl’d, 
And live fer self only ? O what is the World! X 


